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INTRODUCTION TO SQUARE 458

Square 458 lies on the southeastern portion of the Pennsylvania
Avenue Historic District. 1Its plan is trapezoidal, resulting
from the obligue-orientation of Indiana Avenue along its southern
border. On the east and west are Sixth and Seventh Streetis,
respectively.

Square 458 forms the northern edge of the patte d'oie configura-
tion of streets that radiate eastward from Market Square. This
“central plaza" was intended by Washington's planner, Pierre

L 'Enfant, to constitute an urban node at the intersection of
three major city axes, Pennsylvania Avenue, Louisiana Avenue (now
Indiana), and Eighth Street. The significance of the area is
clear, as it would have offered views of planned landmark struc-
tures - the National Church, the Judiciary House, the Washington
Equestrian Statue, as well as the Presidential and Congressional
Houses. For this reason, Louisiana Avenue was designed tc be as
wide as Pennsylvania Avenue.

The City Plan of 1782 prepared by A. Ellicott made minor amend-
ments to the original plan but was basically consistent with the
initial version. During the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries
the construction of Center Market and later the development of
the Federal Triangle erradicated this grandiose concept of urban
vistas, leaving Indiana Avenue as an awkward leftover of an
unrealized plan.

Presently, large modern buildings are interspersed with the more
traditional Nineteenth Century commercial structures - those
which had historically designated Indiana Avenue, D Street, and
Sixth Street as principal commercial thoroughfares. Thus, the
physical evolution has produced discontinuous, erratic street-
scapes.

The 1872 Bastert Plat Mzp shows that Square 458 had originally
included seventeen lots, en of which faced Indiana (Louisiana)
Avenue, and seven faced Seventh Street., A small service alley
existed on Lot 5, commencing at its northern end and terminating
at its midpoint.

Square 458 lies comfortably within the environment which was the
city'’s bustling conmercial sector throughout the Nineteenth
Century. Because of its proximity to Pennsylvania Avenue, and
its accessibility to other outstanding commercial avenues, it -
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developed very early in the city's history. Craftsmen and profes-
sionals settled on the square during this era of vast commercial
growth,

Specific business trends may be observed through a more methodical
exploration of the City Directories from 1870 into the early
Twentieth Century. Throughout these years, much commercial
development and movement arose on D and Seventh Streets, and
especially on Indiana Avenue. D and Seventh Streets became small-
scale, retail-oriented concerns. Indiana Avenue attracted pro-
fessionals such as architects, lawyers, insurance agents, commis-
ston merchants, physicians and civil engineers. By the early
Twentieth Century, however, these professional firms had moved.
The resettiement of professionals may be attributed to unfavorable,
depressing city conditions. Employment was low, job dissatisfac-
tion high, and the city's sooradic growth resulted in inadeguate
street grading, drainage and sewer systems. As the professional
establishments were slowly relocating, they were replaced by
retail and service shops.

L ike most downtown areas tocay, Square 458 js heterogenous in
architectural style. Its most unusual characteristic is the large
setback of the facades along Indiana Avenue, which attests to the
originaliy-intended significance of this urban axis.

Prior to the construction of the modern structures of the 50s and
60s, the Indiana Avenue streetscape was relatively low, Tined by

an exceptional collection of small-scale Nineteenth Century commer-
cial bujldings. 625 Indiana Avenue, presently vacant, was one of

a row of four similar buildings which were unified throuch. a
continuous bracketed cornice. 637-641 Indiana Avenue still remain
and are typical of straightforward, modest commercial buildings in
the District's early years (these buildings date from circa 1820).

Anchoring the southwest corner of Squre 458 is The Fireman's
Insurance Company which has occupied the five-story landmark build-
ing at Seventh Street and Indiana Avenue since its construction in
1882.

The north side of the square presents only one building of relatively
exceptional value: the Polkinhorn. Otherwise, the structures

along D Street are unsympathetic to each other in size, scale, style
and function. The resulting streetscape is one of discontinuity and
randomness.
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A Fireman's Insurance Co. Bldg. HABS No. DC-235
B 643 Indiana Avenue, NW HABS No. DC-588
C 639 Indiana Avenue, NW HABS No. DC-589
D 625 Indiana Avenue, NW HABS No. DC-230
E 309-319 Seventh Street, NW HABS No. DC-590
F 633 Indiana Avenue, NW HABS No. DC-591
G Judiciary Building HABS No. DC-596
H Sarbov Parking Garage HABS No. DC-592
I McCutcheon Building HABS No. DC-413
J 641 Indiana Avenue, NW HABS No. DC-593
L Polkinhorn Building HABS No. DC-5&8
M 626 D Street, NW HABS No. DC-595
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TNDIANA AVENUE: BETWEEN SIXTH AND SEVENTH STREETS:

601 The Judiciary Building (458-G):
.6/30/1961 #B75915: Build one ten-story brick, granite, limestone
and concrete office building, as per plan. Cost: $300,000.00.

12/11/71961, #B81623: Renew bui1afng permit #B75%15 authorizing

erection of one ten-story brick, concrete and stone office building,
as per plan.

.8/16/1962, #B83708: To install plumbing in new building. Cost:
$70,000.00.

.4/30/1963, #B99384: Install iwo electric passencer elevators, as
per plan. Cost: £92,629.00. -

.5/27/1963, #B92590: To install -plumbing in new building. Cost:

$15,000.00.
6/20/1963, #B102110: Install one dumb waiter as per plan. Con-
.{ tractor, Horner Elevator Company, Inc., Cost: 354,045.00.
| 625 Commercial Building (458-D):

12/5/1922, #5378: To install one hand-powered fre1ght elevator.
Contractor: John Collins.

.12/15/71922:  #566)1: To replace window with door. Build concrete
steps to basement in rear of building. Contractor: Charles A.
Racurre, Sr., Cost: $4,200.00.

627-635 People's Drug Store and PEPCO Bujlding (458-F):
.3/14/1963, #B97388: Take down one three-story brick dwelling '
20" x 80' x 30' at 635 Indiana Avenue.

.3/18/1963, #B97513: Take down one three-story brick dwelling
20" % 80' x 30" at 637 Indiana Avenue.

.7/9/71963, #B93878: Install plumbing in new building. Cost:
$800,000.00,

] .8/29/19863, #B105198:" Build one thirteen-story concrete and
' ' : masonry office building, as per p]an Cost: $1,000,000.00.

.12/3/1963, #B108681: Install three elvators in office- bu11d1n9,
as per plan. Cost: $800,000.00.
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B/12/1564, #B8107052: Install two ten-ton and three five-ton air
conditioning units. Cost: §7,500.00.

.9/21/1964, 58108371: Install two 200 HP air conditioning units.
Contractor: Pollin Construction Company, Cost: $14,000.00.

Litwin Furniture (458-1)
.9/4/1883, £308: To make general repairs and rebuild gabie wall.
Cost: $125.00.

Dutch Boy Delicatessen {458-C): _
17471881, #543: To make general repairs. Cost: $500.00.

L3/11/1881, £1674:  To build two show windows projecting three feet
beyond building line. Cost: $£50.00.

Artifactory (457-3): :
.8/2%9/18%0, #£493: To put in show windows with projection of three
feet. Cost: $200.00.

.11/20/1907, #1689 1/2: Replace base and framing for show windows.
Contractor: J. Maurice Baden.

Marv's Restaurant (458-B}:
127471882, £720 1/2: Put in new front. Cost: §3,000.00.

.#1765: To erect three signs, one 2' x 10" and two 20' x 5',
"Garrison's Post Cards”.

.10/10/1973, #B201140: 7o 1install one air conditioning unit,
80 m. BTU. :

SEVEQTH STREET: BETWEEN D STREET AND INDIANA AVENUE

303-307

Fireman's Insurance Company (458-A}:

.7/28/1882, #145: Permit to build one brick buiiding, b stories.
‘ateriel of roof: slate and tin. HKHalf mansard roof. Architect:
R. J. Lavritz or Lavritzen, Builder: Reed.

.7/1/1884, 72: To remodel the interior and put in new brick front.
Construct two projecting show windows, 2'-8" beyond buiiding line.
Architect: S. R. Turner & Company.

.8/9/71804, #288: To erect show windows, size 3'—0“.x_9‘-6“. To change
stairs from north to south side of building. Architect: W. K. Grimms.
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L3/17/1913, #3770: To take up the present filoor and build one wood
partition across the room on the rear and to put up counter and
shelves on side. To make minor repairs.

b _ .9/29/1916, #1596: To erect several signs flat against building wall.

.6/22/1921, #8039: To erect three signs of metal flat against building
wall.

L1/14/1924, #5834: To erect three metal and wood signs.
309 Commercial Building (458-K):

.7/15/1904, #102 1/2: To cut opening for doorway between premises
307 and 309 Seventh Street, Mechanic: Van Ness and Sherer,
Architect: N. R. Grinn.

311-319  Hub Furniture Company (457-E):
.7/18/1878, #930: Permit to put a doorway between two houses at
317-31¢ Seventh Street and to aiter show windows. Cosi: $25.00.

‘ . .3/6/1879, #1823: To build a show window projecting 20" at
: 317 Seventh Street. Cost: $15.00. :

- .2/24/1882, #805:. To connect the Polkinhorn Building with
' 315 Seventh Street, via an iron bridge four feet wide, Cost: $250.00.

4/6/1899, £1306: To cut an opening in party waill in estate, first
and second story between 311 and 313 Seventh Street. Put arch and
Tintel over six-foot openings. Cost: $10-25.00.

B6/4/1200, #3870:. To build one two-stdry concrete block house at-
313 Seventh Street, 42' x 58' x 34', Architect: F. B, Pyle.
Builder: Fisrel & Wagner.

.3/23/19071, #1303: Remove present show window at 315 Seventh Street
and replace with new one. Mechanic: W, H. Chiid. Cost: $300.00.

,7/7/1904, #45: To rebuild show windows at 311-312 Seventh Street.
Cost: §100.00. :

.7/18/1906, #188 1/2: To cut a brick arch 8'-6" wide by 10' high in
partition wall at 319 Seventh Street.




HABS NWo. DC-618 (Page 8]

U

PENNSYLVAN‘A Gitviha, CreE o TahG= =R o cmCCIm A FRODE AN

AVENUE SRS NTIEE R e BUILDING PERMIT
DEVELOPMENT RN ~ SUMMARY

DAVIZ wILAREN HART 4 ASSOCIATES
CO RPO MT[O N PAFSEEvATLE § COMSERvdY Om COMEJL 1w
WOm DUmSTONT A SSOCIATES

L2 AMP STREST NwW ., ’ 500
WwabmINGION . DC 20004 CO5T BT AT e DoMWL ba

.7/20/1807, #250: To change construction of present show windows and
remove party wall between premises 313 and 315 Seventh Street and
use columns and girders for carrying fioors and walls above.
Contractor: S. J. Prescott, Architect: A. P. Clark, Jr.

10/14/1807, #1262: To erect one sign of wire, "The Underselling
Stores”.

.2/27/1912, #3733: Remove stairway Trom third and fourth fleoor of
315 Seventh Street. Cost: $6,000.00.

.6/13/1916, #5486: To erect one metal electric sign 4' x 6' x 6',
projecting 3'-6" from wall of building. Sign Painter: Century

-

Manufacturing Company. Electrical Coniractor: E. J.

.6/13/1958, #B36442: Take down part of brick store 40' x 57' and
73" x 5', 2t 315 Seventh Street.

641771958, #B36545: Build one four story brick store addition at
315 Seventh Street and alsc remove existing stairs, masonry walls
and install columns &nd beams as per plans. Cost: §75,000.00 for
addition, $2,000.00 for repairs.

.9/39/1958, #B38131: To install plumbing. Cost: $2,000.00

BETWEEN SIXTH AND SEVENTH STREETS:

Sarbov Parking Garage (458-H):

.3/721/1846, #28371. Move existing parking lot office to new location

on same lot.

JAG/7/194G, #A1269:  Build one one-étory brick and concrete parking
garage and office. Cost: $40,000.00. '

.3/23/1850, #87810: Install piumbing, one gas-fired beiler and
one gas water heater. Cost: $2,000.00,

J4/V0/1650, =5540: Install one 3,000 gailen H. G- gasoline tank
(storage) under concrete floor inside building line. Cost:
$2,000.00.

.6/23/1950, #A9264. Construct areaway on public spece for entrance.
into building. Cost: $200.00.

.7/14/71850, #810083. Build one one-story concrete addition to
garage. Cost: $20,000.00.
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.8/17/1850, #A14035: Install one basin, one water clipset, three roof
drains. Cost: $1,000.00.

Leonard's Lunch (458-M):

.8/4/1905, #338: To cut one opening on each floor through party wall
to connect 626 and 628 and place five doors to same. Contractor:

A. B. Mullett & Company. Cost: $50.00.

/1171906, #1822: To erect roof over present yard 21' x 33', west
side supported on iron posts.

8/12/1947, #288001: To repaint one sign 1' x 25', flat against
building line, "Litho Lab". Contractor: Arrow Sign Service.

Hub Furniture.(458-L):
.6/27/1910, #7337: To install one 2 HP motor on first floor, rear.
Contractor: C. G. Cassidy.

.8/17/1910, #853: To rebuild two show windows. Contractor: John L.
Wwalker & Son. Cost: $200.00.

.2/21/71914, #3410: Remove present rafters and sheathing and replace
with new. Put on new tin roof, replace ali window frames and sash,
doors and jambs, and flooring damaged by fire. To repair plumbing

and electric wiring and brickwork damaged by fire. Contractor:

E. J. Elgin.

.5/22/1925, £10628: To change interior partition. No structural
changes, no new plumbing. <Cost: $400.00.

.3/16/1931, £140623: To install one Class D refrigeration system
Contractor: J. D. MacKessy. Cost: -$100.00.

.7/26/1931, £215076: To replace existing wood beam supporting third
floor, to close up existing light shaft. Remove non-bearing
partitions. Architect: George L. Sentryes. Cost: $200.00.

.4/5/1933, £161697: To install one Class b refrigeration system.
Contractor: Russell Young Ice Cream Company.

.6/29/1934, #172594: " To install one Class D refrigeration system.
Contractor: Russell Young Ice Cream Company.

473071935, #179834: To remove 12" of dirt from cellar and concrete
the floor. Cost: $50.00.

.7/6/1938, #214446: To construct a three-story alley bridge between
638 D and premises at southeast corner of Seventh and D Streets.
Cost: $1,000.00.

.6/26/1946, #286644: To alter front of first f]dbr show windows and
repair first floor interior. Architect: Harry L. Apler. Cost:
$6,000.00.
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Southwest Corner of Square 458
with View of Indiana Avenue
looking East

Soufhwest Corner of Square 458 with View of Seventh Street
looking North
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Northwest Corner of Square 458 witt
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Tooking West
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East End of Square 458 with View of D Street looking
West to the FBI Building -
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SUMMARY OF PAST LAND USES

Square 458 Ties on the southeastern'portion of the Pennsylvania

Avenue Historic District. Its configuration is trapezoidal, resulting
from the impingement of Indiana Avenue cutting diagonally across its
southern border.

Square 458 forms the northern edge of the patte d'oie configuration
of streets that radiate from Market Square. This “central plaza" was
one of the three intended by Washington's planner, Pierre L'Enfant.
It was intended to have emerged out of the intersection of three
major axes, Pennsylvania Avenue, Indiana Avenue, originally called
Louisiana Avenue, and Eighth Street. The significance of this area
was important since it ofvered views of culturally prominent struc-
tures; the National Church, the Judiciary House, the Washington
Equestrian Statue, as well as the Presidential and Congressional
Houses. For this reason, Indiana Avenue was designed to be as wide
as Pennsylvania Avenue.

Originally Square 458 consisted of seven lots, but by 1872 the

square had been subdivided into seventeen lots. Ten lots faced
Indiana Avenue, while seven faced the Seventh Street side. A small
service alley punctured Lot 5, commencing at its northern edge and
terminating at its mid-point. Extensive segmentation of the square
occurred by the Tate Nineteenth Century, extending Jot usage and

D Street. Because the square was subdivided and renumbered several
times throughout its history, it is convenient to relate to these

Tots by referring to their designation as stated in the Bastert Plat
Map, and then showing subdivisions that occurred within them. '

Square 458 lies comfortably within the environment which was the
¢ity's bustling commercial sector throughout the Nineteenth Century.
Because of the square's proximity to Pennsylvania Avenue, and jts
accessibility to other outstanding commercial avenues, it easily
lured merchants, entrepeneurs, and professionals of varying occupa-
tions during the Nineteenth Century.

Specific business trends may be observed through a more methodical
exploration of the City Directories. Throughout the Jater part of
the Nineteenth Century and the early Twentieth Century, much commer-
¢ial development and movement arcse on D Street and Seventh Street,
and especially on Indiana Avenue. D and Seventh Streets became
small scale, retai] oriented areas, with such establ ishments as
Jewelry stores, liquor dealers, Jocksmiths, etc. Indiana Avenue
attracted such profess1ona1s as architects, lawyers, insurance
agents, commission merchants, physicians and civil engineers. By

the ear]y Twentieth Century, tnough, these professional firms had
moved. The resettlement of the professionals may be attributed to
unfavorable, depressing c1ty conditions, As professional establish--
ments were s10w1y relocating, they were rep1aced by retai} and
service shops.
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS (Page 207
1792 {October 5) Washington first platted

1813 First TAX ASSESSMENT record

1819 Tax Assessment .

1822 First CITY DIRECTORY

1824 Tax Assessment

1829 Tax Assessment

1834 City Directory

1839 Tax Assessment

1840 Tax Assessment

1843 City Directory

1844 Tax Assessment

1846 City Directory

1850 City Directory

1853 City Directory

1855 City Directory - first time house numbers were used as part of addresses
1858 First MAP of DC - Baschke

1858 City Directory

1859 Tax Assessment

1862 City Directory - Directoties published annually hereafter
1864 Tax Assessment

1869-1871 Tax Assessment

1870 New street numbering system instituted; many early addresses in PADC site changed
1872 Plat Map (Bastert)

1878 First recorded building permit

1878-1879 Tax Assessment

1883-1884 Tax Assessment

1887 Plat Map (Hopkins)

1892 Plat Map (Hopkins)

1893-18%4 Tax Assessment

1899-1900 Tax Assessment

1903 Plat Map (Baist)

1919 Plat Map (Baist)

1920 Plat Map (Baist)

1923 Plat Map (Baist)

1924 Plat Map (Baist)

1939 Plat Map (Baist)

1948 Plat Map (Baist)

1957 Plat Map (Baist)

SOURCES

Baist Real Estate Atlas

Bastert and Enthoffer Plat Maps

Boyd’s City Directories

District of Columbia Building Permits

District of Columbia General Assessment Records

District of Columbia Recorder of Deeds

District of Columbia Surveyor’s Office Records

District of Columbia Tax Records

Hopkins Real Estate Atlas

PolK’s City Directories

Property Map for Downtown Urban Renewl Area for District of Columbia Redevelopment Land
Agency

Sanborn Insurance Map



